Ex-Fireman, 91, Recalls Provo Department Near Turn of Century 


R. Dean Strong, Teamster For 20 Years, 


Brings Back Days ef Horse-Drawn Engines 


By IRENE JONES 

“Out of these men here in 
this picture, I’m the only one 
left. There were over 30 mem- 
bers of the Provo Volunteer 
Fire Department at that time, 
and out of all of them, I’m 
the only one still alive.” 

R. Dean Strong, 543 E. 6th 
S., Provo, is one of the last 
remaining testimonies of the 
Provo Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, of which he was a mem- 
ber for at least 20 years. The 
91-year-“young” man, who can 
still recall] many exciting and 
factual experiences connecied 
with the department, identified 
without hesitation each mem- 
ber of the volunteers appearing 
in the accompanying historic 
picture. He even remembered 
the horses’ names. 

Early Days 

Back in the early days of the 
Provo Fire Department, about 
1904, there were two full-time 
firemen. Joseph Loveless, 
father of J. Max Loveless of 
Provo, served as fire chief 
from 1903 to 1920, except for 
a brief interval of less than a 
year in 1908. Rasmus Dean 
Strong, generally known as 
“Uncle Dean,” was teamster 
for the department for about 
six years. He was employed by 
the department as a full-time 
employee and volunteer from 
about 1900 to 1920. After this 
time Provo City organized a 
full-time paid fire department 
with a chief and four regular 


the old Provo Fire Station, 
which has long since been torn 
|down, and the many fires which 
he helped to extinguish. He 
stated, “The old station was 
about five rods east of the old 
ost office (now the City Hall) 
jand was near where the City 
and County Building now 
stands, It faced north, and the 
city jail was behind it.” 

The building was located on 
Center Street on the City and 
County Block, across the street 
[from where the Paramount 
| Theatre stands today. It housed 
‘stalls for horses, quarters for 
[the regular employees, and a 
|huge tower with a large bell 
jused to summon the volunteers 
to fires. 

Mr. Strong remembers many 
times pulling the two ropes at- 
tached to the bell to bring the 
firemen. 

1892 to 1923 

The station was built in 1892 
and was used until 1923, when 
it was abandoned and torn down 
because of the lack of space 
‘or the new motor driven fire 
vehicles which replaced the 
horse- drawn wagons, The old 
[bell which had been used to 
ring the fire alarm can now 
be seen in the Pioneer Village 
Museum in North Park. 

The fire he remembers most 
happened in 1918, and involved 
| the Knight Woolen Mills on July 
30 of that year. He said that, 
because of insufficient water, 
the firemen had to use water 


returned after a short time and, 
again began working in that po-, 
sition; f 

According to Max Loveless, 
|Mr. Strong was an excellent 
jteamster and “just had a way 
with horses. Those horses had 
confidence in him and he pos- 
[sessed an art of driving that 
proably no one will ever mast-| 
er again.” 

Mr. Strong recalls how he 
would drive the team as fast 
as the horses could run with the) 
men hanging on, sometimes in 
the black of night when he could 
barely see the road. 

Volunters Listed 

Men were serving as volu- 
teers during the time that Mr. 
Strong worked for the depart-' 
ment as a teamster included 
[the following with the approxi-| 
mate time of service: Joseph 
Loveless, who served as fire 
chief for 18 years; Robert| 
Boardman, assistant fire chief) 
and volunteer for about 21 
years; Warren S, Ferre, volun- 
teer for seven years; John H. 
Durrant, 19 years; Arthur Dur- 
rant, brother of John, 11 years; 
Roy Boren, four years; W. E. 
(Will) Harding, three years; | 
Carl Christensen, eight years; | 
David Loveless, a former fire 
chief, 21 years; Ernest (Ern) 
Martin, 11 years; Parley Peay, 
nine years; Miles Davis, eight 
years; Will F. Olson, 16 years; 
Edwin Johnson, 15 years; Frank 
Roper, 17 years; Percy Jones, 
six years: Joe Stubbs, 11 vears: 


POSING IN FRONT of the old Provo Fire 

are 21 members of the Provo Volunteer Department. The sta- 
tion was located on Center Street on the City and County 
Block facing north. The volunteers were from left, standing, 
Warren S. Ferre, John H. Durrant, Roy Boren, W. E. (Will) 
Harding, Carl Christensen, David Loveless, Ernest (Ern) Mar- 
tin, Parley Peay, Miles Davis, Will F. Olson, Edwin Johnson, 


Station in 1908-09, 


SA hie 


S. F. (Frank) Roper, Percy Jones, and Joe Stubbs. In’ the 

buggy is Fire Chief Joseph W. Loveless on the left, and Rob- | Unday Herald 5 
ert Boardman, assistant chief. On the hose wagon in center | SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 1969 
are R. Dean Strong, still living today, left, Leo H. Bean and |, Wah County, Ute 

James Markham. Seated on the fire engine are Don Parks, 

driving, and William Strong. R. Dean Strong is the only living 

members of the group. 
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i Utah County, Utah 


Reproduction of Old R.R. Poster 


Souvenir of Centennial Celebration 


OGDEN—A colorful, eircus-| . 
pe vintage poster, advertis- 
g opening of the nation’s 
st transcontinental railway 
stem May 10, 1869, has been 
produced as a souvenir col- 
stor’s item for the centen- 
al celebration of this historic 
ent throughout 1969. (It was 
May 10, 1869, that the na- 
mn was joined by rail at the 
iving of the golden spike at 
‘omontory Summit). 
The 15-by-36-inch poster is an 
ithentic, six-color reproduc- 
) of the original Union Pa- 
‘ic advertisement. 
It heralds the coming of a 
weat Event—Railroad from — 
e Atlantic to the Pacific — 
‘and Opening of the Union 
cific Railroad’s Platte Val- i 
y Route from Omaha to San < 
‘ancisco, May 10, 1869.” 
‘Less Than 4 Days’ 
[t announces that ‘passenger 
iins leave Omaha on arrival 
trains from the Bast” and | 
ake the trip to San Francisco 
n less than four days, avoid- 
= the dangers of the sea.” 
“Travelers for pleasure,|’ 
alth or business will find a 
p over the Rocky Mountains 
althy and pleasant,” says the 
ster. It extolls “luxurious 
rs and eating houses” and 
ints out that ‘‘Pullman’s Pal- 
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Adult Education This Week in Central Utah 


HIGH SCHOOL COMPLE- 
TION PROGRAM (for those! 
wanting a diploma) — Regis-| 
tration Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 7) 
p.m. in the faculty room at 
Provo High School. Classwork 
begins same evening follow- 
ing registration. If new. to the! 


your high school credits, work 
experience, military experience, | 


available and new people may, 


tion, call Provo Adult Educa- 
tion Department, 373-6301. 
CLASSES — New class sched- 
ules for adult education non- 
credit classes will be ready 
after the middle of January. For] 
further information, call Provo 
‘Adult Education Department, 
1373-6301. 


‘Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. at the Provo 
Public Library, For further in- 
| formation, call 373-1470. 

EVENING CLASSES START- 
ING — Winter Quarter classes 
‘begin Monday, Jan. 6, at Utah 
|Technical College at Provo, 
| Registration still in progress. 
For further information, call 
373-7890. 

FIBERGLASS AUTO BODY 
REPAIR — Monday and Wed- 


| CHILDREN’S LITERATURE} 
[STUDY GROUP — Monday,| 


| Technical College at Provo. For 


|7 p.m., at Utah Technical Col- 


information, call 373-7890, Ext.| 


on 


FARM DIESEL EQUIP- 
MENT REPAIR AND MAIN- 
TENANCE — Tuesday, Jan. 7,! 
7 p.m., at Utah Technical Col- 
lege at Provo. For further in- 
formation, call 373-7890, Ext. 5. 

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA) 
(LIBRARY) EQUIPMENT OP- 
ERATION AND MINOR MAIN- 
TENANCE — Wednesday, Jan. 
8, 7 pm., at Utah Technical 
College at Provo. For further, 
information, call 373-7890, Ext.) 
5. 

PROGRAM IN GENERAL’ 
INSURANCE — Tuesday, Jan.| 
7, 7 p.m., at Utah Technical 
College at Provo. For further 
information, call 373-7890, Ext. | 
5. 

PARKS AND GROUNDS 
PLANTING AND MAINTEN- 
ANCE WORKSHOP — Thurs- 
day, Jan. 9 7 p.m., at Utah 


further information, call 373- 
7890, Ext. 5. 

PERSONALITY DEVELOP- 
MENT — Tuesday, January 7, 


lege at Provo. For further in- 
EARLY UTAH HISTORY — 


Wednesday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m., at 
Utah Technical College at Pro- 


nesday evenings beginning Jan. 
reat ranah eda Todan- 
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formation, call 373-7890, Ext. 5.) 


FOR THE TRADES — Monday 
and Tuesday evenings begin- 
ning Jan. 6, 7 p.m. at Utah 
Technical College at Provo, For 
further information, call 373- 
7890, Ext. 5. 

SMALL BUSINESS MANAGE- 
MENT — Tuesday, Jan. 7, 7 
p.m. at Utah Technical College 
at Provo. For further informa- 
tion, call 373-7890, Ext. 5. 

PUNCHED CARD DATA 
PROCESSING — Monday and 
Wednesday evenings beginning 
Jan. 6, 7 p.m. at Utah Techni- 
|cal College at Provo. For fur- 
ther information, call 373-7890, 
Ext. 5. 

SALESMANSHIP — Tuesday 


Technical College at Provo. For 
further information, call 373- 
7890, Ext. 5. 

PRODUCTION TYPING 
Tuesday and Thursday eve- 
nings beginning Jan. 6, 7 p.m., 
at Utah Technical College at 
Provo. For further information, 
call 373-7890, Ext. 5. we 

FRONT-END ALIGNMENT 
AND BRAKES — Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings beginning 
Jan, 7, 7 p.m., at Utah Techni- 
cal College at Provo. For fur- 
ther information, call 373-7890, 
Ext. 5. 


The World War II Battle of 
Tarawa lasted three days and 


ning Jan. 7, 7 p.m., at Utah 


ee 


Merrill 
Christopherson 


Tour Director 
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and Thursday evenings begin-|claimed a toll of 990 U.S. Ma- 


rines killed and 2,311 wounded. 


JAWAII 


February 8-17 


$484.00 


Complete escorted all-program tour including 
big jets, hotels, sightseeing, temple sessions, 
Polynesian show. Return by boat possible. 
ALASKA TOUR JULY 1-12 — INSIDE PASSAGE 


CHRISTOPHERSON 


“RED CARPET” 


TRAVEL SERVICE 
ity 373-5310 
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